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Abstract

Multilingual Pretrained Language Models (MPLMs) perform strongly
in cross-lingual transfer. We propose Prompts Augmented by Re-
trieval Crosslingually (PARC) to improve zero-shot performance on
low-resource languages (LRLs) by augmenting the context with prompts
consisting of semantically similar sentences retrieved from a high-resource
language (HRL). PARC improves zero-shot performance on three down-
stream tasks (sentiment classification, topic categorization, natural
language inference) with multilingual parallel test sets across 10 LRLs
covering 6 language families in unlabeled (+5.1%) and la

1 Introduction

This paper examines: Cross-Lingual Retrieval Augmented Prompt for Low-
Resource Languages. Research question: How does the choice of intermediate-
task training language (other than English) in the XTREME-R benchmark
affect zero-shot cross-lingual transfer performance on low-resource languages
compared to direct fine-tuning?.

2 Methodology

Systematic literature search across multiple databases yielded 13 papers.
Claims were extracted from source material and verified against retrieved
documents. An independent multi-reviewer assessment produced a quality
score of 8.5/10.

3 Results

13 papers retrieved. 5 claims extracted; 5 independently verified. Quality
review score: 8.5/10.



4 Limitations

This report is a machine-generated literature synthesis and does not consti-
tute original research. Automated retrieval and verification may introduce
errors or omissions. Review scores reflect automated assessment, not hu-
man peer review. Readers should consult primary sources for authoritative

information.

5 Extracted Claims

Claim

Verified Confidence

Multilingual Pretrained Language Models
(MPLMs) perform strongly in cross-lingual
transfer.

PARC improves zero-shot performance on
three downstream tasks (sentiment classifica-
tion, topic categorization, natural 1

PARC also outperforms finetuning by 3.7%.
There is a significant positive correlation be-
tween cross-lingual transfer performance on one
side, and the similarity b

A robustness analysis suggests that PARC has
the potential to achieve even stronger perfor-
mance with more powerful MPLMs
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